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Starting in 1980, Yu Youhan has continued to explore abstraction for the past 40
years. On view in this exhibition will be eleven (groups of] significant paintings
that the artist produced in the 2010s, revealing his aesthetic track from the
last decade. Yu's abstract works on canvas, which are composed of dots, lines
and forms, revolve around a kind of symbiosis between self and nature, and

interaction between " & " (cycle) and " iF " (freedom).

" & " means following rules or recurring—Yu seeks to explore the basic laws
of nature and art, while the dynamic, eternal circle of life is suggested by his
abstract compositions. “ ji# ', on one hand, is about changes and developments,
which emphasises the experimental and diverse properties of Yu's work
according to formal logic; on the other hand, it can also refers to as ‘a
lighthearted excursion’. With the artist's age, as well as decades-long career,

doing abstract art has become an even more enjoyable experience for Yu Youhan.
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2009.09.28, 2009
i EE% | Acrylic on canvas | 150(H)*150(W)cm | YYH_0473




2019.02, 2019
5 EE% | Acrylic on canvas | 157(H)*232(W)cm | YYH_1881
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2019, 2019
B EREE | Acrylic on canvas | 150(H)*150(W)cm | YYH_8764
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In repeated thought and practice, | chose a simple shape—the circle—as
the primarily shape of the picture plane. The stability of the circle can both
represent the "beginning” as well as the "end” of everything, and thereby
serves as a metaphor for the "momentary” as well as the “eternal”. The
shape of the circle symbolizes cyclical movement and also hints at contraction
and expansion; it therefore represents an immense capaciousness, reason,
and harmony. The circle can also be seen as a point, as well as an infinitely
big feature; it can represent tiny elementary particles and macroscopic grand
unities. The closure of the circle has implications of serenity and restraint. On
the picture plane, as much as possible | unify the oppositions of simplicity and

wisdom, serenity and vitality, eternity and variety, “nothingness™ and "being"”.

— Yu Youhan



2015.1.25, 2015
B EREE | Acrylic on canvas | 120(H)*120(W)cm | YYH_6833



2011.05, 2011
LA | Acrylic on canvas | 172(H)*142(W)cm | YYH_9831



2013.06.12, 2013
5 EE% | Acrylic on canvas | 166(H)*180(W)cm | YYH_4816



2018.5-8, 2018
LA | Acrylic on canvas | 50(H)*50(W)cm | YYH_0182



2018.3-15, 2018
LA | Acrylic on canvas | 74(H)*117(W)cm | YYH_6589



2018, 2018
B EREE | Acrylic on canvas | 230(H)*290(W)cm | YYH_8667
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5 Abstract 20150922, 2015
A% | Acrylic on canvas | 168.5(H)*286(W)cm | YYH_8442



20170605, 2017
LA | Acrylic on canvas | 162(H)*206(W)cm | YYH_1364
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“Inner necessities” urges me to make new exploration. In my opinion, modern
paintings cannot just have intuitive beauty in form, nor can they just have
impulsive emotional fluctuations. I'm looking for an image that can unify

extremely refined feelings and concepts together. This is what | pursue now.

— Yu Youhan



2019, 2019
i EE% | Acrylic on canvas | 162(H)*206(W)cm | YYH_1043



2018.5-9, 2018

5 EE% | Acrylic on canvas | 50(H)*50(W)cm |

YYH_7771



2018.5-10, 2018
7o EFE | Acrylic on canvas | 50(H)*50(W)cm | YYH_0534



2018.5-13, 2018
LA | Acrylic on canvas | 50(H)*50(W)cm | YYH_5403
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