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ShanghART Gallery is pleased to present XU ZHEN®’s project “SIGNAL” at Art Jakarta 2022,
which will run from August 26 to August 28. Collaborating with Art Jakarta, “SIGNAL” at
Jakarta will be its first station in the world. At our booth B12, mobile phone-sized paintings
from the “Passion” series will be displayed one at a time and replaced with another at

hourly intervals. This succession of paintings on the wall constitutes the exhibition.

The rotation of the paintings echoes the ever-changing nature of the mobile phone screen
and the digital reality it reflects. In doing so, XU ZHEN® creatively extracts the mental

states of the public on social media, and injects the “passion” therein into the art fair.

M5 (155 20081184486) Passion (Signal 20081184486)

BRIR Installation view
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SIGNAL About the Project

HiE X EERNER Instagram WS ARAEXIFR:

shanghartgallery shanghart.singapore

#xuzhen #xuzhensignal #xuzhenpassion #artjakarta
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Please follow our Instagram and these hashtags:

shanghartgallery shanghart.singapore

#xuzhen #xuzhensignal #xuzhenpassion #artjakarta

"Signal” is a contemporary art project initiated by artist XU ZHEN in 2022. XU ZHEN gives
as a gift one of his "Passion” paintings to the global audience, and each recipient is invited
to display the painting they receive on their social media accounts. A long-term, unceasing
"art exhibition” will thus take place on Internet media platforms. The project aims to send

the signal of art to people around the world and share with them the future of art.

As a global project with both online and physical presence, the very first station of the
project - “SIGNAL"” at Jakarta, now lands at Art Jakarta, along with a presentation on
Instagram by nearly 40 artists, collectors, and curators invited by both ShanghART Gallery
and Art Jakarta with their received "Passion” paintings. Later this year, followed by Art
Jakarta, the "SIGNAL" project will also land in ShanghART Singapore and ShanghART
Shanghai successively, and audiences from both Singapore and China will be invited to

share "Passion” on social media.
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PASSION About the painting series

“HIET X—RIREEUHKERAEXNBNLEREEELRERNITEY, CREEBENSEE
BEHNRLE. BNNERRE—RERNEBE—FNEE. MXXNERBSEIREHNSMIELE
MBREUEAEREY , XENSEESY FHRERHBHRSHOHANRN, ERNBEEN—
MREANAE, XE—MEHNEENKRNERRTE, EARUTHLENNLNERTHRINER
BRI

"Passion”, a series of paintings in a seemingly abstract expressionist style, is both a
derivative of smart social media and a representation of daily life experience on the
Internet. The works are based on a great invention - screen capture on mobile phones. The
abstract-expressionist free writing vividly pours various kinds of emotion commonly seen
in chatrooms onto the picture. This series is not only an intense reaction to the mental state
on social media, but also its release and reconciliation. Herein lies a brand new object of
painting and way of representation. In a highly creative way, the artist exploits our digitized

reality.



XU ZHEN® #E ®
W% (155 10475446831) Passion (Signal 104754464831)
2022, 5 38 oil on canvas, 20(H)*10cm
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Xu Zhen started creating "Passion” in 2021, a series of oil paintings on canvas. The painting
series is a derivative of mobile phone screenshots of chats on social media. Unlike before,
“Passion” is the first time the artist has personally painted such a large number of series
of works, where the smears and brushstrokes are the visualizations of the artist's inner

emotions.

The size of the paintings for the "SIGNAL" project is similar to the size of a mobile
phone screen, which is the immediate echo of the chatting screenshots. The number
of the paintings will grow as the project develops, each of which is unique and created
independently by the artist. Meanwhile, the large-scale "Passion™ paintings will be featured

in future project spaces, continuing to inject passion into the world.

In this historical information age, mass culture driven by the near-universal technological
triumph of the internet is undoubtedly one of the important themes in Xu Zhen's artistic
career. The "SIGNAL" project is by no means a mere series of paintings, but a social media
feast. The artist conveys the collective state of the era to the audience through oil paintings,

a traditional medium but in a modern method of mass culture dissemination.
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Born in 1977, Xu Zhen is a leading Chinese artist and curator, and the founder of Madeln
Company. His practice ranges over installation, video, painting, sculpture, and performance.
Xu Zhen has exhibited internationally at museums and biennales, including: Venice Biennale
(2001, 2005), The Museum of Modern Art (New York, 2004), Mori Art Museum (Tokyo, 2005),
MoMA PS1 (New York, 2006), Tate Liverpool (2007), Hayward Gallery (London, 2012}, Lyon
Biennial (2013), Armory Show (New York, 2014), Long Museum (Shanghai 2015), Al Riwaq
Art Center (Qatar, 2016), Sydney Biennial (2016), Guggenheim Museum (New York, 2017),
Sharjah Biennial (2019), Museum of Contemporary Art (Los Angeles, 2019), National Gallery

of Australia (Canberra, 2020}, among others.

www.xuzhenart.com
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