
 
  



Lin Aojie: Playing it Safe in 2023, Praying for Wealth in 2024 
 
 
ShanghART Singapore is delighted to present Lin Aojie’s solo exhibition “Playing it Safe in 
2023, Praying for Wealth in 2024”, opening 7 September 2024 at 4pm. The exhibition brings 
together recent works by the artist, showcasing witty insights gathered from his observations 
of the art industry, the society, and the world at large. 

  
Marking his debut exhibition in Southeast Asia, the self-proclaimed Southeast Asian artist 
(Lin is based in Guangzhou) was inspired to adapt the iconic political cartoon “The Situation 
in the Far East” (时局图) with a contemporary twist to create his new iPad painting “My 
Global South”. His distinctive style is perfectly demonstrated through the cartoon-like 
aesthetics, historical references, layered symbolisms, as well as reflections and 
observations of the art world and its relations to the wider society. These elements continue 
to manifest themselves across the other works in the exhibition in various forms. 
  
As the exhibition title suggests, the works presented reflect the human condition as 
perceived by the artist, most notably through the pair of video works created in last and this 
year. A series of conversations across the two videos reveal the inner desires and the 
fundamentals of human nature, with “Ultimate Super Dodgy Talk” (2024) hidden within the 
gallery and only accessible to the ones who are brave enough to take the extra step. 
  
The Chinese title “人间” roughly translates to ‘the world of mortals’, highlighting the 
observations of the human society from a broader perspective. However instead of 
positioning himself as a superior viewpoint, Lin humorously inserts himself across his works. 
These paintings reference various settings such as the life of an artist and the art gallery 
system, to the geopolitical situation, as well as the unspoken rules and power dynamics in a 
society. 
  
Conspicuously, the only works that he is absent from are the triptych depicting the Three 
Deities. The figures are instead surrounded by a diverse variety of motifs ranging from 
traditional beliefs to urban myths, forming a comprehensive image of humanity’s biggest 
wants through the ages. Once again showcasing Lin’s signature style, the works blend 
traditional references with a contemporary approach by presenting these mouse paintings 
akin to how traditional Chinese posters are stuck onto the walls of their homes for blessing 
and protection, except that they are in a commercial gallery space this time. 
  
Threading both personal narratives and universal motifs, Lin ingeniously creates seemingly 
simple yet extremely layered paintings that present a multitude of ways of reading. His 
approach of discussing serious topics in a light-hearted manner positions himself as a 
unique voice in this increasingly complex and fragmented world. 
 
  



About the artist 
 
Lin Aojie, born in Guangzhou in 1986, graduated from Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Oil 
Painting Department in 2010. He lives in Guangzhou, currently working in Beijing and 
Shanghai. 
 
Presented through video, photography, painting, text, etc., Lin Aojie’s artistic practice 
departs from his personal experiences. The artist has a keen and delicate record of the 
trivial details of daily life or deliberately planned events with strongly improvisatory and 
humorous images, while a seemingly dispassionate tone threads the whole narrative 
structure. By beating around the bush he tries to question, ridicule and criticize the capitalist 
mode of production, artist's survival predicament and the relationship between artists and 
other art professionals. 
 
Recent solo exhibitions include: Lin Aojie: Playing it Safe in 2023, Praying for Wealth in 
2024, ShanghART Singapore (2024); Lin Aojie: Real, Queensway Television, Singapore 
(2024); Lin Aojie: From an Art Student to an Artist, TC101 SPACE, The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong, Shenzhen (2023); Lin Aojie: Ponzi Scheme, ShanghART Beijing (2023);        
Lin Aojie: How Do Artists Make a Living, ShanghART Beijing (2021); Shifting Times, Moving 
Images IV: Lin Aojie, ShanghART Singapore (2021); Lin Aojie: Designers Have a Future 
only When They Treat Artworks as Initial Inspiration, ShanghART Shanghai (2019); Lin 
Aojie: Those Who Like Playing Tricks Usually Don’t Live a Good Life, ShanghART, Beijing 
(2019) etc. 
 
Recent group exhibitions include: Four Winds: A Different Perspective on Southern Art, 
Guangdong Contemporary Art Center & XY Gallery, Guangzhou (2024); A Constellation of 
Cities: Contemporary Art and Experiment in Southern China and Beyond, Guangdong 
Museum of Art (Baietan Area), Guangzhou (2024);        Nomads in the South: Rivers, 
Tunnels, Dampness and Constellations, Pingshan Art Museum, Shenzhen (2023); Tales of 
the South, He Art Museum, Foshan (2023); Semi Art Community Project: Boogie Woogie 
Museum, Ulsan Art Museum, South Korea (2023); TAG · New Contemporary Art Exhibition - 
Sailing, TAG Art Museum, Qingdao (2022); Don't Kill Me I'm in Love! - A Tribute to Huang 
Xiaopeng, Guangdong Times Museum, Guangzhou (2021); Mirage or Reality, CHI K11 Art 
Museum, Shanghai (2021); Very Natural Actions, Tai Kwun Contemporary, Hong Kong 
(2019); Night Tour of the Pearl River, Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou (2019); 
Emerging Curators Project 2018, Power Station of Art, Shanghai (2018); The 11th Shanghai 
Biennale, Power Station of Art, Shanghai (2016) etc. 
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Exhibition works 
嗴㓋慘閔!

 
 

 
 

“A strategy without art is not well-structured.” 

“没有艺术的战略不是好格局。” 
 
 
 

My Global South 
骼髦艊瑪絑攢昷!

2024 
iPad painting, archival inkjet print, mounted on aluminium 

jQbe 酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬⿷椢!

100(H)*70cm 
Unique独穼!

LAJ_3628 
 
 



 
Detail!鄫頺蹕 
My Global South 
骼髦艊瑪絑攢昷!
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I'm a lonely soul in Guangzhou's art desert 
彿喥曧鮪妭墕頯梮駈甿跤艊叞䙙!

2024 
Installation | Perfume, sticker 

⺸鉝!}!䒮烐䯖㠺鄘!

9.5(H) x 6.5 x 6.5cm | Image 4.2(H) x 6.5cm 
3 + 1AP 

LAJ_4397  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Guangdong is known as a cultural desert, and being an artist in Guangdong is more 
like being a lonely soul in the desert.” 

＃妭趼⺖蠙踵旝誼駈甿䯖鍖鮪妭趼會頯梮咲桖絹曧駈甿跤艊叞䙙、￥!
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Detail, I'm a lonely soul in Guangzhou's art desert 
细节图，彿喥曧鮪妭墕頯梮駈甿跤艊叞䙙!

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 “Internal monologue of gallerists.” 

＃翍娡踽艊廟宆彽、￥!
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I am the Last One 
梩喿獕焨!

2024 
Mouse painting on computer, archival inkjet print, mounted on aluminium 

䩇槪酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬雜椢!

60(H)*80cm 
Unique 独版 

LAJ_9761  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“The Devil series is a battle between me and myself.” 

＃峟䙬跀燒䯖曧靕墰㣥靕墰艊㪏㳝、￥!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Devil 7 
峟䙬 8!

2024 
iPad painting, archival inkjet print, mounted on aluminium 

jQbe 酑翍。箏穼。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬⿷椢!

20(H)*20cm 
Unique 箏穼!

LAJ_7548  



 
 

 
 

   “The heartfelt thoughts of 14 rich people.” 

＃25 瀕哱鳏艊宆佪、￥!
 
 
 
 

1.4 Billion 
佹愼鐆鳗!

2023 
Single-channel video 

雜㣵㓉䎣!!

19m 3s 
5 + 1AP 

LAJ_2410  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Video stills, 1.4 Billion 
嫚絹徳夅䯖佹愼鐆鳗 !



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

“Post-pandemic, the economy is weak and the world is in turmoil. 
Wishing everyone good fortune, good luck, and good health.” 

＃肣嵔謚䯖鄽牨肵㩻䯖跫翨誤駣䯖壔梐俋咲僨㠨䯖偡㫜嶗擊姾、￥!

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fortune Set, Blessing Set, Longevity Set 
愇㠨倧⺸䯖蜐螆倧⺸䯖䂏啈倧⺸! !



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fortune Set 
愇㠨倧⺸!

2024 
Mouse painting on computer, archival inkjet print  

䩇槪酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬雜椢!

180(H)*150cm 
1+1AP 

LAJ_3817 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing Set 
蜐螆倧⺸!

2024 
Mouse painting on computer, archival inkjet print  

䩇槪酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬雜椢!

180(H)*150cm 
1+1AP 

LAJ_1310 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Longevity Set 
䂏啈倧⺸!

2024 
Mouse painting on computer, archival inkjet print  

䩇槪酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬雜椢!

180(H)*150cm 
1+1AP 

LAJ_1487 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detail 鄫頺蹕  
Longevity Set 

䂏啈倧⺸! !



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

“Can speak, can see, can hear, can think, but can’t do.” 

＃㛺勢䯖荱勢䯖堝勢䯖嶎勢䯖貶窩醭勢、￥!

 

 
 
 

 
Mask or No Mask in China 
鮪跤蹺詵飨嗴'醭詵飨嗴!

2024 
Mouse painting on computer, archival inkjet print, mounted on aluminium 

䩇槪酑翍。敒鶜鄀覬仌怇棧。⻦鲋㿬雜椢!

100(H)*200cm (x 2 pieces) 
Unique 独版 

LAJ_7558  



 

 
      

   “Reenactment of a true story.”     
 
＃酽鬣莏呺艊鲇䯖㳛昦甡鄼、￥!

 
 

 Ultimate Super Dodgy Talk 
醭廮喥䃾!

2024 
Single-channel video  

雜㣵㓉䎣!

5m 55s 
5 + 1AP 

LAJ_8070 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Video stills,!Ultimate Super Dodgy Talk 

嫚絹徳夅䯖醭廮喥䃾 !



 
 
 
LIN Aojie 
b. 1986, Guangzhou, China 
 
Education 
2010 Graduated from Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Oil Painting 

Department. 
 
Solo Exhibitions 
2024 Lin Aojie: Real, Queensway Television, Singapore 
2023 Lin Aojie: From an Art Student to an Artist, TC101 SPACE, The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen 
Lin Aojie: Ponzi Scheme, ShanghART Beijing, Beijing 

2021 Lin Aojie: How Do Artists Make a Living, ShanghART Beijing, Beijing 
Shifting Times, Moving Images IV: Lin Aojie, ShanghART Singapore, 
Singapore 

2019 Lin Aojie: Designers Have a Future only When They Treat Artworks as 
Initial Inspiration, ShanghART, Shanghai 
Lin Aojie: Those Who Like Playing Tricks Usually Don’t Live a Good 
Life, ShanghART Beijing, Beijing 

2017 Achieve 63: Lin Aojie, Video Bureau, Beijing/Guangzhou 
If You Throw Enough Mud at the Wall, None of It Will Stick, 
A+Contemporary, Shanghai 

2013 I Feel Bad When You Treat Lin Aojie as an Artist, HB station, 
Guangzhou 

 
Group Exhibitions 
2024 A Constellation of Cities: Contemporary Art and Experiment in 

Southern China and Beyond, Guangdong Museum of Art (Baietan Area), 
Guangzhou 

2023 Nomads in the South: Rivers, Tunnels, Dampness and Constellations, 
Pingshan Art Museum, Shenzhen 
Tales of the South, He Art Museum, Shunde 
Setting Sail: Contemporary Echoes of the Maritime Silk Road, 
Zhangjiagang Art Museum, Suzhou 
Blinding of Lights, Parallel Exhibition of Chengdu Biennale, AlLab, 
Chengdu 
Tea Chat, Art Museum of Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou 
Droning On, Wind H Art Center, Beijing 
Semi Art Community Project: Boogie Woogie Museum, Ulsan Art 
Museum, Ulsan, Korea 
Porsche "Young Chinese Artist of the Year" Nominees Exhibition, The 
Forest of Senses, Beijing Exhibition Centre, Beijing 

2022 TAG · New Contemporary Art Exhibition - Sailing, TAG Art Museum, 
Qingdao 

2021 Boomerang: OCAT Biennale 2021, OCAT, Shenzhen 
Mirage or Reality, Chi K11 Art Museum, Shanghai 
Don't Kill Me I'm in Love! - A Tribute to Huang Xiaopeng, Guangdong 
Times Museum, Guangzhou 
 
 
 



2020 An Archive: Seven Trails, Taikang Space, Beijing 
The South Is Not an Island, OCAT Shenzhen, Shenzhen 

2019 New Start: The 3rd Shenzhen Biennale of Contemporary Art (BCA), 
Concept, Form and Daily Life, The Sea World Culture and Arts Centre, 
Shenzhen 
Very Natural Actions, Tai Kwun Contemporary, Hong Kong 
The Curation Workshop - Exhibition Curation and Design, OCT Art & 
Design Gallery, Shenzhen 
1st Airport Biennale, Airport Town, Guangzhou 
Free Panorama—Shenzhen New Media Art Festival 2019, Pingshan 
Culture Center, Shenzhen 
Night Tour of the Pearl River, Guangdong Museum of Art 

2018 Light Pavilion Project: The Comfort Zone at a Distance, Taikang Space, 
Beijing 
Emerging Curators Project 2018, Power Station of Art, Shanghai 
Collage, C5 Art Center, Beijing 

2017 Millennial Millionaires and the Survivor’s Club, Lithium Gallery, Chicago, 
USA 

2016 11th Shanghai Biennale, Why Not Ask Again?, Power Station of Art, 
Shanghai 

2015 Hinterland Project, Times Museum, Guangzhou 
Institution Production - Ecology Investigation of Contemporary Art of 
Young Guangzhou Artists, Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou 
The 2nd “CAFAM·Future” Exhibition Observer-Creator: The Reality 
Representation of Chinese Young Art, CAFA Art Museum, Beijing 

 
Projects 
2023 Art and Design Education: FutureLab, Hall B, West Bund Art Center, 

Shanghai 
2022 Lin Aojie: Contemporary Art and Design Industrial Park | Xiàn Chǎng | 

West Bund Art & Design 2022, West Bund Art Center, Shanghai 
TANK Art Festival 2022, TANK Shanghai, Shanghai 
Biye Carpet Artist Project, Gaotai Gallery, Urumqi 

2022 West Bund Art & Design 2020 | Video XINTIANDI, West Bund Art Center, 
Shanghai 

2018 Shared Narrative(s), ShanghART S-Space 
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Bldg 16, 50 Moganshan Rd., Putuo District, Shanghai, China 200060 
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ShanghART WB Central 香格纳西岸中环 
Bldg 4, No. 288 Ruining Road, Xuhui District, Shanghai, China 200032 
徐汇区西岸瑞宁路 288号 4幢，上海，中国 200032 
T: +86 21 6359 3923, +86 18917671295 | info@shanghartgallery.com  
 
 
ShanghART Beijing 香格纳北京 
261 Cao Chang Di, Old Airport Rd, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 100015 
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