


The Dogs (Ghost) 野狗)⿁影*
2025

Graphite on paper, beeswax  蓴仌酑鲋鄘梪, 龓⺄
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

17(H)*19.5cm | Framed 47(H)*62*4.5cm 
LYT_5394



Lai Yu Tong: The Dogs

ShanghART Singapore is pleased to present Lai Yu Tong’s first solo exhibition 
with the gallery, The Dogs, opening on 30 August 2025. Featuring a new series of 
works that centres around his encounters with a pack of stray dogs, the artist 
invites us to reconsider our relationship with entities that exist on the fringes of 
our environments, while reflecting upon his own experiences and interactions 
with the dogs across several months.

Drawing upon observations of the present, Lai’s practice examines the 
overlooked and neglected. Everyday objects and subjects such as cars, crows, 
hands, and chairs feature as motifs across his works that are cast within the 
stories and scenarios that he creates around them. By looking at something for 
extended periods of time, he brings out alternative perspectives on the familiar. 
Recently, his gaze fixates upon the stray dogs that he encounters around a 
forested area close to where he lives. Their existence as wild, untamed and shy 
creatures that roam under the shadows of Singapore intrigues him.

In a highly developed and controlled society, the presence of these dogs 
introduces a degree of unpredictability, even instilling a sense of danger. Initial 
encounters with them ended with Lai retreating out of fear. However, following 
multiple visits where he would observe, photograph and sometimes feed the 
dogs, the fear that he felt eventually shifts into a kind of love, as he forms a 
connection with these misunderstood creatures.

Storytelling makes up a big part of Lai’s approach, manifesting in forms such as 
drawing, sculpture, and sound. In these latest works, Lai seeks to retell his 
encounters with these enigmatic creatures through intimate pieces of drawings 
and collages on various modest everyday materials — cardboard, wood, and 
paper. He simultaneously draws and obscures the dogs, playing with techniques 
of erasure and transparency that render his subjects as ghostly figures and 
impressions. Such loose methods of representation allude to the elusiveness and 
placelessness of the subjects he draws, whilst also allowing them to take on 
other identities and connotations. 

Through a selection of two-dimensional works, a sculpture, a sound piece and a 
performance, the gallery space is transformed into a site of encounter between 
the audience and the dogs. Bridging the distance between us and them through 
Lai’s own experiences, the exhibition encourages visitors to empathise and 
identify with the beings that live on the edges of our environments; out of sight 
and away from what we are familiar with.
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Detail, The Dogs (Ghost) 
细节图- 野狗)⿁影*



Detail, The Dogs (Ghost) 
细节图- 野狗)⿁影*



The Dogs (Burnt Hole)  野狗 )烧痕孔*
2025

Cardboard  鄘椢
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

20(H)*25.5cm | Framed 62(H)*79*4.5cm 
LYT_0332



Detail, The Dogs (Burnt Hole)  
细节图- 野狗 )烧痕孔*



The Dogs (Bean)野狗!)⾖⾖*
2025

Graphite on paper 蓴仌酑鲋鄘梪
White pinewood frame with museum glass 艀頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

21.5(H)*18cm | Framed 67(H)*56*4.5cm 
LYT_1711



The Dogs (Group)  野狗 )群*
2025

Graphite on paper, beeswax  蓴仌酑鲋鄘梪, 龓⺄
White pinewood frame with museum glass 艀頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

16(H)*22.5cm | Framed 50(H)*70*4.5cm 
LYT_2060



Detail, The Dogs (Group) 
细节图-野狗 )群*



The Dogs (Tall)  野狗 )⾼*
2025

Soft pastel on gesso board 㩻貾嫷酑鲋蓴隿椢
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

22.5(H)*30*2cm | Framed 62(H)*79*4.5cm  
LYT_3188



Detail, The Dogs (Tall)
细节图- 野狗)⾼*



The Dogs (Grazing)  野狗 )觅⾷*
2025

Paper 鄘梪
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

16(H)*22.5cm | Framed 50(H)*70*4.5cm  
LYT_0227



Detail, The Dogs (Grazing) 
细节图- 野狗!)觅⾷*



The Dogs (Road) 野狗!)路*
2025

Soft pastel on gesso board 㩻貾嫷酑鲋蓴隿椢
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 

瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚
12.5(H)*17.5*2cm | Framed 53(H)*61*4.5cm 

LYT_3426

The Dogs (Mexico)野狗!)墨⻄哥*
2025
Graphite on birch plywood 蓴仌酑鲋橰梣镵諦椢
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 
瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚
15(H)*18*1.8cm | Framed 47(H)*56*4.5cm
LYT_7420



Detail, The Dogs (Mexico) 
细节图- 野狗!)墨⻄哥*



Detail, The Dogs (Road) 
细节图- 野狗!)路*



The Dogs (Love)  野狗 )爱*
2025

Graphite on fiberboard蓴仌酑鲋郻醎椢
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

15(H)*20*0.3cm | Framed 47(H)*62*4.5cm 
LYT_2147



Detail, The Dogs (Love) 
细节图- 野狗)爱*



Dog (Greywash) 狗 )灰洗*
2025

Emulsion paint on pine wood 龌镵甉酑鲋椡梣
55(H)*80*12cm 

LYT_2910



The Dogs (Feet) 野狗 )脚*
2025

Graphite on paper, beeswax  蓴仌酑鲋鄘梪, 龓⺄
Grey pinewood frame with museum glass 瞗頥椡梣橅㱚贜窹䒛鄀糋縚

7(H)*14cm | Framed 53(H)*61*4.5cm
LYT_5578



 

 

Lai Yu Tong 
b. 1996, works and lives in Singapore  

 

Lai Yu Tong is an artist from Singapore who works across drawing, image-making, sculpture and 

sound. His practice is interested in creating adequate media to articulate the present, believing in the 

intrinsic need for humans to make images and tell stories. Recent works of his consider how art can 

evoke empathy in a world so damaged. 

 

Lai has presented his work at group exhibitions in Singapore and abroad, most recently at Radio28 

(MX), Plague Space (RUS) and Barely Art Fair (US); and held solo exhibitions in Singapore at Temporary 

Unit (2022), The Substation (2021), Comma Space (2020), and DECK (2019). 

 

Besides his art, Lai regularly publishes books under Thumb Books, a self-founded press that makes 

children’s books for both children and adults. His recent curatorial projects include Frida (2023), an 

exhibition platform by his kitchen window; and Robin (2022), a series of group exhibitions held in 

camping tents around Singapore. 
 

Education 

2014 International Baccalaureate Diploma, Major in Visual Arts, School of the Arts (SOTA), 

Singapore 

2019 Bachelor in Fine Arts (Honours), Goldsmiths LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore 

 
Awards 

2019 LASALLE Award for Academic Excellence (Fine Arts) 

 Winston Oh Travelogue Award, LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore 

2017 National Arts Council, Singapore, scholarship  

 
Solo Exhibitions 

2025 Lai Yu Tong: The Dogs, ShanghART Singapore 

 Death, Twin Gallery, Minneapolis, USA 

2023 Barely Art Fair: The World, The Color Club, Chicago, USA 
2022 Tom’s Day Out, Temporary Unit, Singapore 

2021 Selfish Boxes, The Substation, Singapore 

2020 Cardboard Lamps & Adequate Images, Comma Art Space, Singapore 

2019 It’s strange I feel like I’ve seen this one before, DECK, Singapore 

 
Group Exhibitions 

2025 Sama-Sama, Whitestone Gallery, Singapore 

 Ruins and Blueprints, ara contemporary, Jakarta, Indonesia 

 Restless Presences, Radio28cs, Mexico City, Mexico 

 S.E.A. Focus: Lin Aojie, Li Dezhuang, Lai Yu Tong, Tanjong Pagar Distripark, Singapore 

 on paper, FARM, Singapore  

2024 Lineage: The Winston Oh Travelogue Award 25 Year Anniversary, LASALLE Institute of 

Contemporary Art, Singapore 



 

 

 Ode to Absence, Nanyang Technological University ADM Gallery, Singapore 

2023 Re-Connect/Centre/Converge, Parklane Shopping Mall, Singapore 

2022 Nighthawks, Starch, Singapore 

 Page Break, Singapore Art Museum, Singapore 

 Time Present Time Past, DECK, Singapore 

2021 We’re Young Once, Art Agenda S.E.A., Singapore 

2020 Coming Home: Associate Artists Programme Showcase, The Substation, Singapore 

2019 One More Folded Sunset, LASALLE Institute of Contemporary Art, Singapore 

 browsing copy, KHL Printing, Singapore 

 Textures: QuoteUnQuote, The Arts House, Singapore 
 Exit, Pursued by a Bear, LASALLE College of the Arts, Singapore 

2018 Perennial Concerns, I_S_L_A_N_D_S, Peninsula Plaza, Singapore 

 SOTA 10th Anniversary Exhibition, School of the Arts, Singapore 

 A City of Books, Bras Basah Complex, Singapore 

2017 Opening Day, Upper Serangoon Shopping Centre, Singapore 

 State of Motion 2017: Through Stranger Eyes, National Library Building, Singapore 

2016 A Manifesto Residency, The Substation, Singapore 

 Dancing On The Spot, Mettle Work, Singapore 

 Undescribed, DECK, Singapore 

 Performing Home, The Substation, Singapore 

2014 NOISE The Apprenticeship Programme, SAM at 8Q, Singapore 

 Print Lab: An Art & Design Publication, Grey Projects, Singapore 
 

Residencies 

2025 Radio28 Creative Studios, Mexico City, Mexico 

 Dblspce Residency, Peninsula Plaza, Singapore 

2020 Associate Artists Programme, The Substation, Singapore 

2018 Post Museum Residency, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
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䖑翽䎋茩!

3136! Sbejp39 攝嶯墡慘咇䯖仌㒂灧╙䯖仌㒂灧!

! Ecmtqdf!頯梮咲䖑翽䯖榙䪈俋娝䯖昦鎢髕!

3131! 䖑襽頯梮咲䯖翄撾襽䯖昦鎢髕!

3129! Qptu!Nvtfvn䖑翽䎋茩䯖諮䆗髕䯖䖂棾㒂鲡!

!
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