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Zhao Bandi

Zhao Bandi has made his reputation with staged scenarios where he and his toy panda play out everyday situations. Sometimes these consist
of scenes from the life of a single father. Other times, the panda assumes the role of partner and lover. The panda is treated and acts as a ‘real’
character with a voice of its own that appears as speech bubbles in the photos. Zhao Bandi is brilliant at both playing with and being played
by the media culture. The works are humorous, subversive, critical and seductive. Addressing the idea of media and mass reproduction, Zhao
Bandi suggests that the boundary between image and reality has broken down. He emphasizes the images’ potential for transformation, but
also the power of the manipulating gesture: it takes so little to change the value and significance of an image.

Zhao Bandi’s enchantment with the banality of modern life could seem condescending if not for the extraordinarily sincerity with which he
goes about the entire theatrical set-up concerning his panda. Recently, the artist has paid special attention to state-endorsed public service
announcements. These are often characterized by humorless didactic instructing people on how to behave in relation to everything from
personal hygiene to SARS. Zhao Bandi appropriates, reverses and rejects the official message of these announcements. His striking images,
which are presented as calendar pages, subway posters, light-boxes, and in other public places in Shanghai, mix the format of communist
propaganda with the glossy advertisements that are spreading so rapidly in China. Interaction with Zhao Bandi’s pieces causes one to be
susceptible to the special pathos and the pleasure of the meaninglessness of it all.

Although Zhao Bandi’s work frequently walks the fine line between fiction and reality, there are times when the two coincide: his video, “A
Tale of Love Gone Wrong for Pandaman,” is more than parody. In 2003, Zhao Bandi sued two media businesses for publishing his “Block
SARS Defend the Homeland” poster without acknowledging his copyright. During the hearing, Zhao Bandi sits, forlorn, with his Panda. At
the end, he reads as evidence a letter from his ex-lover, in which she explains why she is leaving him. She describes Zhao Bandi’s
relationship to the toy-panda as being sick, and denies that the SARS poster could have anything to do with his personality. Because of the
letter (or despite it) Zhao Bandi wins the case. It’s reality that produces fiction that produces reality.

Zhao Bandi was born in 1966 in Beijing, where he lives and works. He graduated from the Beijing Central Academy of Fine Arts in 1988.
Since 1993, his works have been shown at international exhibitions, including the Sydney Biennale (1998), 48th Venice Biennale (1999) and
1st Guangzhou Triennale (2002). His project “Zhao Bandi & Panda” has been on public display in Shanghai, Milan, London and elsewhere.
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"'2008 National Treasure' Awards / “5 E B A\ 477 R 2%

In the end of 2008, Zhao Bandi created the Panda Award, giving it to those chinese people who
are as lovable as panda.

Linhao, a hero kid who saved lives in Sichuan earthquake, Zhangliangying, a well-know celerity
singer, and thirteen farmer volunteers from Tangshan town, etc, were awarded the big Prize.
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Who are titled as "'National Treasure™ of 2008? / #E#H1F R 2008 FEE R AY?

Extract:

"Who are these dramatic people as National Treasure in china? In the end of 2008, | would like to give out the "2008 National Treasure"
awards.

People listed below are the most incredible Chinese people, who won my respects because of their great contributions made in 2008.

Lin Hao, Wen Jiabao, Song Zhiyong, Lei Xuejiao, Jiang Li

The latter two names might not have been known by the public, they were one of the Sichuan earthquake volunteers." 15 1% :
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Zhao Bandi's Letter to Prime Minister Mr. Wen / % 2:3k 246 S B (1 SR 2E4E
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Extract:
“A Couple days ago, | wrote a letter to Prime Minister Mr. Wen, telling the reason as an artist why |
created this National Treasure award , and suggest he should have a visit to Beijing 798 Art Zone

where | hope i can give the award to Mr. Wen in person.”
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Zhao Bandi granted the award of RMB 100,000 to the selected name of the Chinese own panda movie / Z#FEBAC
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Artist Zhao Bandi’s 2008 Mascot / AR F X FIk [ 2008 FHHEH

2008, while the Olympic fever is firing up, the first Olympic mascot promoted by an individual person is born to the world!
Created by Chinese artist Zhao Bandi, the five-colour panda baby adopts the Olympic ring colours of blue, yellow, black, green and red.
Zhao Bandi’s Olympic mascot is not only adorable, but also incomparably beautiful!

The Panda, China’s national treasure, walks out of the black-and-white world for the first time as Zhao Bandi’s Olympic mascot and
dedicates love and resplendence to the world.

Being the world famous Panda Man, artist Zhao Bandi, with his passion and enthusiasm, continually breathes fresh energy into the social life
by his amazing concepts and art forms.

Zhao Bandi uses his own art work to make the most romantic and the most splendid explanation to the Olympic Spirit which is inherited and
promoted by the whole world.

During the last Chinese Spring Festival, CCTV Olympic Channel broadcasted ‘Panda Olympics’ — Zhao Bandi’s over time and space
romantically actualized * China Olympics in Switzerland’ — to the Chinese public at prime-time on the national Chinese TV channel.

The ‘Five-colour Panda Mascot’, Zhao Bandi’s latest dedication, is full of auspiciousness, love, trueness, and imagination.

The behaviour of an individual person presenting an Olympic mascot is unique in the world and has never happened before, which again
proves the inimitable creativity of the Chinese.
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Zhao Bandi’s 2008 Mascots to foreign children in Beijing / &£ 2008 Y, Rt 2R 5 E DA
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Colourful panda to Iraq Olympic delegation / B8 FEJHE BRI /S BERE R (10 78 5 CF T

Artist Zhao Bandi had a warm visit to the Irak Embassy, meeting their olympic games athletes in beijing in augest 2008.

As Iraq is a country that suffers from the war a lot, | deeply sympathize their people. Even for Beijing Olympic Games, it was not as easy as
others for them to join this worldwide event. But finally they made it, they came to Beijing, so i went to visit them and gave them a warm
welcome
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Bandi Panda Shop Opening / Bandi Panda & 798 ZA X JF4

Solo Exhibition ZHAO Bandi BANDI PANDA Shop 798 Art
District, Beijing

Date: Jun 2008 - Aug 2008

Opening Time: 5pm-7pm, June 22, 2008

Venue: 798 Art District, Beijing

Tel: +86-10-8459 9767

Fax: +86-10-6432 4395

Opening hours: 11am — 7pm daily
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fLE: +86-10-6432 4395

EDPINTE: AFR 11am—7pm

BANDI PANDA’ Shop Opening: The first ’'BANDI PANDA'’ shop will be officially opened on June 22nd, 2008 in 798 Art District, Beijing.

There will be a small reception held to celebrate for the launch of the new brand.

Following up on his ’ZBANDI PANDA'’ fashion show during China International Fashion Week which triggered *fashion earthquake’ in China,
artist Zhao Bandi is now involved in the field of fashion and will meet fashion consumers with his own products. In the new opening store, a
series of fashionable T-shirts and accessories will be presented. In addition, the series of colourful panda plush toys which are specially
designed for 2008 Beijing Olympics as Zhao Bandi’s 2008 Mascots will be on sale in the new shop. Located in the 798 Art District (pass
UCCA on main street, turn right at the end), ‘BANDI PANDA'’ shop is designed simply yet classical..
'Fashion consumers can get one of the first batch of keepsakes from BANDI PANDA's first shop’, said Zhao Bandi.
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Zhao Bandi calls for Pandaland boycott of Kung Fu Panda / &l (ThIcEEXE)

On June 15, Zhao and a small band of his chums waved a banner in the vicinity of the Film Bureau of

the State Administration of Radio, Film and Television, calling for a boycott.

His reasoning appears to be that for a start Hollywood's Sharon Stone recently said the Sichuan
earthquake is due to "karma" and Hollywood is always creating people like her through its atmosphere
and the values it promotes and some people like that might be working on this film. And Kung Fu Panda
has stolen Chinese cultural treasures and wants to make money out of Chinese people who have been
physically and emotionally damaged by the earthquake. And the film has some slight connection with
Steven Spielberg because it was released by DreamWorks SKG which was co-founded by Spielberg and
Spielberg was against the Beijing Olympics and pulled out of his role in the Beijing Olympics in
February which angered many Chinese.

"In my artistic heart, | cannot accept the fact that Hollywood wants to make a fortune from the Chinese

people after the huge earthquake in Sichuan,” said Zhao Bandi in one of his blogs on Bokee.com. "It's

an ugly bear. I wouldn't even dignify it with the name 'panda’."
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Sichuan Earthquake Visitation / b0 1| b2 9 X & 1]
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Zhao Bandi visited Sichuan earthquake hit area with necessary
supplies including tents, food, and water.
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Children’s Day | A—/LZE T

On June 1, 2008, Zhao Bandi had a warm visit to Sichuan earthquake area, meeting the victim children, and gave them the panda toys in
person.
20084FE6 /I 15, BAPAKHIAEPY IR KX, B KDL, JE2R TME A Sk g A
: 3. On June 1, International Children's Day;, |

brought my 2008 Mascots — colorful
panda soft toys — to the children in the
earthquake-hit areas.
In Sichuan Deyang city, | met children
with my 5-colour panda flush toys in the
tent school. These children were so
excited about the gifts and all ran to me
asking for the toy. They were all around

: ; i - me with worries about not getting one,
and we had to assure them that everyone would get a panda toy so as to keep them in order. It was such a long queue
with unexpectedly over 200 children, looking forward to getting the gifts after the news was spread out.
In a temporarily built classroom in Pengzhou Tongji town, | told the children about the meanings of the colorful pandas.
The red panda wishes them to be with love all the time; the yellow panda wishes them to enjoy their lives and be healthy;
the black one wishes them to have forever friendship; the green one blesses them and their families; and the blue one
stands for the extraordinary capacity.
In Cheng Du city center, we successfully sent these mascots to 27 lovely children evacuated from quake-hit areas on a
bus, after long time tracking and chasing.
In Hong Bai town, when | was surrounded by children, | heard the villagers behind me yelling that ‘the boss of the toy
factory is coming to give us toys!’
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ShanghART Night - Zhao Bandi gracefully reaches Shanghai with his Panda Couture
BEAZB B AR B2 AT

A

The ShanghART Night on January 15 is the first fashion party of 2008.

ShanghART Gallery is pleased to announce ‘ShanghART Night” with a unique presentation of Zhao Bandi’s Panda Couture.
The fabulous event will take place on board the Jinmao Shengrong Yacht on the Huangpu River beginning at 7:30pm. Here,
ShanghART will host an exclusive dinner party with a selected group of specially invited art enthusiasts, artists, collectors and
fashionistas. And it is the first show of Zhao Bandi’s after the Beijing International Fashion Week on November 4", 2007.

Following the fashion show last year, the famous contemporary artist Zhao Bandi got a lot of positive attention with his panda
fashion. And this time he will present another unexpected surprise to the Shanghai fashion world. At the show, guests will have
the honor to see the panda fashions in different characters, like a teacher, a policeman, a lesbian, a fan among others.

At the same time, the audience will also have the chance to purchase the Panda Costumes: The exciting bidding will sure be
the upsurge of the banquet.

Listen, the boat is whistling. And a big party with fashion and art will soon begin.
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Bandi Panda Fashion Show in Beijing / #X 2%k i 35 75 [7] 25 b [ [H B i 255

Chinese International Fashion Week (08 Spring/Summer) will be held from November 2nd-11th in Beijing, including 40
fashion shows and popular tendency releases by top Chinese and Foreign fashion designers, brands, and artists. Among them,
ZHAO Bandi’s Bandi Panda Fashion show will be launched at central hall in D. Park on NOVEMBER 4TH 2007, 3:00 PM,
surprising both the Chinese contemporary art filed and fashion field.

ZHAO Bandi, always accompanied by his panda, has become a significant cultural code in contemporary Chinese art. His art,
in an unusual way, continuously stimulated Chinese society’s multiple potentialities. In this Zhao Bandi’s panda couture
tornado, he is going to show the color and fad in panda style, and the unique spectacle of Chinese contemporary society on the
catwalk of haute couture.
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Spring Festival Party in Village /| &K<

In Jan 2008, Zhao Bandi and his panda team went to the west of China, visiting a very small village located in the mountain
where there were only 16 families, and celebrated the spring festival with them together.
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Panda Team Visitation / B&%# H BARS 1 3&Zh

In Jan 2008, during chinese spring festival, Zhao Bandi and his panda team had a series of warm visits to a lot of different people, they were
migrant worker, farmers, soldiers, patients in hospital and old people in rest home.

2008<EL ST, AN, BRIk M B A BAIEAT T — RV E S A AT T I AR ZEBN, JFRTTERE e BN,
WL T ZANBAREZ AT,

Zhao Bandi grabs the resource of panda and continuously puts his own body in the public environment through the public feature of panda,
which is a public resource, and eventually makes his own body become the center of the focus instead of the panda. With his personal power,
he enters the society and participate in all kinds of social activities, and with his unique values, he formed a society with extremely strong
personal symbols and marks and completed the transformation from personality to commonness. He participated in the rebuilding of the
public spirit with a very strange way in many people’s eyes. We can see that no matter in the Panda-man Olympics Series or Condolence
Series, his body has become a carrier, on which the public vents its emotions and from which it obtains information. And he has endowed his
body with energy in this kind of interaction and conflict and made a slim figure have limitless energy. And we have all been aroused to be
full of expectation from this body. In the meanwhile, he forced us to feel the power brought by action in extreme absurdity. Therewith, in all
kinds of doubts and judges, Zhao Bandi and his body are lifted up to become media. Especially when the panda-man fashion show gave the
public a sort of dark humor and the shock that the society couldn’t avoid, Zhao Bandi has become the undisputable kind of uniqueness in the
circles of fashion and entertainment.
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Recruiting panda man to visit Taiwan / 4 EfE&ERER N FLHE
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Panda Olympics /| — M AHIRES

Zhao Bandi's art is reflecting the big events happenning over China, such as Beijing Olympic Games.

In 2005, Zhao Bandi made an individul Olympic Games Openning ceremony in a romantic way. He transfered the capital city
of Swizerland Bern into Beijing City through his art concept and pattern. For instance, he changed the logo of Bern from bear
to panda bear, and changed the Bern's city signs into beijing's city signs. Furthermore, in the city center sqaure, he made a
sculpture of Tian Anmen, and named that square "Tian Anmen Square". And in the Bern National Stadium, Zhao Bandi
realized his own Olympics dream.

11045

€3u09,45 ¢

BRI SR B T rp ALy B AR I & FORFAE, et
B2,

2005 4F, REIKEL P or iR BN T A0 T A N BE 2 (T
Lo AthE 1At () ZARME S A A 1 # AR /R Je el T bt
P, AR 7R JE IR AR IR sl 1 O R MR, JEAR /R JE K19k
WhREHE TAE IR ARG . 2, ERhL g b, b
T ARLIIERE, JHE s RZ) 9.
FEAA/RJE I B AT A, B EIKSEBL T Al R SRR 50 2 A



http://blog.photo.sina.com.cn/showpic.html#blogid=491e24620100aek3&url=http://static7.photo.sina.com.cn/orignal/491e24624529a48d70c56�

Trip to The West / F§ 5247

2003, Zhao Bandi made a visit to Great Britain, talking to people from each stratum about different problems happenning in
the society, and he produced the Tvfilm <Pandaman questionning London>
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A tale of Love gone wrong for Pandaman (A Court Case Nov. 11th, 2003, And also a Story about the End of a Love

Story) / FIAR (BEHE)

“A Tale of Love Gone Wrong for Pandaman,” is more than parody. In 2003, Zhao Bandi sued
two media businesses for publishing his poster without acknowledging his copyright. During the
hearing, Zhao Bandi sits, forlorn, with his Panda. At the end, he reads as evidence a letter from
his ex-lover, in which she explains why she is leaving him. She describes Zhao Bandi’s
relationship to the toy-panda as being sick, and denies that the SARS poster could have anything
to do with his personality. Because of the letter (or despite it) Zhao Bandi wins the case. It’s
reality that produces fiction that produces reality.
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Signs his name on the court register
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