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Biography 
 

 
JI WENYU 
Basic 1959  Born in Shanghai   

 

 

Education  
 
1998   Freeman Foundation Scholarship, Vermont Studio Centre, Vermont, USA   

1988  Graduates from Decoration Department in Shanghai Light-industry College   

1980  Graduates from Shanghai Art & Crafts School   

 

 

Solo Exhibitions 
  
2007   People Holding Flowers-JI Wenyu & ZHU Weibing, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   

2006   Here, The Scene is Better-Works of Ji Wenyu & Zhu Weibing, ShanghART H-Space, 

Shanghai   

           Dressing up before going out, Museum 52, London, UK   

2003   Life is Sweeter than Honey, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   

           Sweeter than Honey, Esplanade, Singapore   

2000   Works 1999-2000, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   

1998   Ji Wenyu, Vermont Studio Centre, Vermont, USA   

1997   Works 1993-1997, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   

           Un/Limited Space #3, Consulate General of Germany, Shanghai   

 

 

Group Exhibitions  
 
2007    Red Hot-Asian Art Today from the Chaney Family Collection, The Museum of Fine 

Arts, Houston, USA   

            Art 38 Basel, Art Fair Switzerland   
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2006   Infinite Painting-Contemporary Painting and Global Realism, Villa Manin - Centre for 

Contemporary Art Passariano, Codroipo (Udine), Italy   

2005   In Their 40's, ShanghART H-Space, Shanghai   

2004  Melbourne Art Fair 2004, Art Fair ACMI Project Room, Royal Exhibition Building, 

Australia   

 Art 35 Basel, Art Fair Basel, Switzerland   

 Original, The Exhibition of the Modern Art invitation, Shanghai Original Art Center   

2003   Seat, Artsea Gallery,Shanghai   

2002   Quick Look!-Shanghai Zhejiang Jiangsu Anhui Contemporary Art Exhibition, Consulate 

General of Switzerland, Shanghai   

 2002   Money and Value, the Last Taboo, Expo 02, Switzerland   

            24:30 Contemporary Art Exhibition, Bizart, Shanghai   

2001    Art 32 Basel, Art Fair Basel, Switzerland   

            As long as they catch mice..., Munkeruphus Gallery, Mumkerphus, Danmark   

1999      The Shanghai Youth Art Biennaic Exhibition 1999, Liu Haisu Museum, Shanghai   

99 China-Japan Modern Art Friendship Exchange Exhibition, Liu Haisu Museum, 

Shanghai   

              Beautiful City, Shanghai University, Shanghai   

              BM99, Bienal da Maya, Maya Art Center, Portugal   

1998      98 China-Japan, Modern Art Friendship Exchange Exhiition, Kyoto, Japan   

1997      Chinese Modern Art, AAN, Berlin, Germany   

              Contemporary Chinese Art, Changning District Culture Centre, Shanghai   

1996      China Art Exposition 96, China Art Museum, Beijing   

              Begegnung mit China, Neuerwerbungen der Sammlung Ludwig, Cologne, Germany   

Let's Talk about Money - The First Shanghai International Fax Art Exhibition, 

Shanghai Huashan Professional School of Art Gallery, Shanghai   

1994      Oil Paintings by Six Shanghai Artists, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai   

1993   Shanghai-Japan Art Exchange Exhibition, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai and 

Yokohama Art Museum, Yokohama, Japan   

1992      Young Shanghai Artist, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai   

1990      National Youth Printmaking Exhibition, Shanghai Artist Gallery, Shanghai   

1989      Seventh National Art Exhibition, Nanjing Art Museum, Nanjing   

1987       Shanghai Oil Painting Exhibition, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai  
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Biography 
 
 
Basic  
 
1971  Zhu Weibing born in Hei Longjiang, teaches in Shanghai Arts & Crafts Vocational 

School   
1959    Ji Wenyu born in Shanghai (for more info see on Ji Wenyu's page)   
 
 
Education  
 
1998     Ji Wenyu Freeman Foundation Scholarship, Vermont Studio Centre, Vermont, USA   
1995      Zhu Weibing Graduated from Central Institute of Arts and Crafts   
1988     Ji Wenyu Graduated from Decoration Department in Shanghai Light-industry College   
1980     Ji Wenyu Graduated from Shanghai Art & Crafts School   
 
 
Solo Exhibition  
 
2007     People Holding Flowers-JI Wenyu & ZHU Weibing, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   
 
 
Group Exhibitions 
 
 2007   ShanghART Autumn Exhibition, ShanghART Gallery, Shanghai   
            Harmony and Difference-East China Contemporary Sculpture Invitational Exhibition, 

Art Space of Fine Art College from Shanghai University, Shanghai   
            Lian Cheng Jue-Visual Creativity in New Urban, Shanghai Zendai Museum of Modern 

Art   
2006     Entry Gate：Chinese Aesthetics of Heterogeneity, Moca, Shanghai   

 The 6th Shanghai Biennale: Hyper Design, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai   
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Flower Dragging Parade 
 

 

When browsing the new works made by Ji Wen-Yu & Zhu Wei-Bing, I am reminded of a kind 

of folk acrobatics called “Shua-Da-Ding” (bamboo flag) by a flash of feeling. Shua-Da-Ding is 

usually performed by several bare-armed, husky fellows, who support a heavy round pole, the 

size of which is like a large bowl, the length of several Zhang (unit of length, about 3.3 meters). 

The bottom of the upright round pole is moved from the arms, to the neck of the fellows, and 

to the top of his head. The pole is moved smoothly and repeatedly. The spectators usually 

applaud heavily to encourage the ostentation of the performer for their power and control of 

the pole. If the cylinder pole in the acrobatic performance will readily remind the psychological 

analyst of the erectile male genital, the highly held flowers in the works of Ji Wen-Yu & Zhu 

Wei-Bing can similarly represent female genital. In a real-world society which is made a mess 

by a horde of men, is there something (the highly-raised flowers) mixed with any retrospection 

to, or anticipation for matrilineal society!? 

 

The flower and stalk in the works of Ji Wen-Yu & Zhu Wei-Bing follow the popular colors in 

gaudy art (I think the consistence is practical. It allows the extension of gaudy campaign at 

least from a local site). Contrast to the sturdy round pole in the Shua-Da-Ding acrobatics, the 

slender and long stalk “dragged” tightly by the hands of the population but seemingly not so 

assuredly, as described in Ji & Zhu’s works, the naked stem without any leave, the missing of 

this important foil gives us a feeling of serious untruth. The pink flower appears collapsed. I 

still want to use the word “drag” to express the feeling afraid of gains and loss. The population 

dragging the flower stalks wants to ostentate and express themselves, however, they have to 

control due to the fear of out of control. In addition to the influence of gaudy art, we can also 

find the apparent effect of pop art: this is a large square matrix of copied men (a scale-up, 

organized population usually implies power). Four hundred miniature men about 30 cm high 

are all made from the same mold. Their hands, faces and feet are painted with propylene 

colors. The neck-ties of their business suit are also the same one pattern made of cloth. 

 

A large number of copies and similarity must lead to the missing of individual personality. The 

formal business suit reflects their identity as social mainstream: the population seems move 

forward against wind. The highly held flowers sway like flying kites. Considering the persistent  
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style of vagueness and multiple orientations about Ji & Zhu’s works, we can read it from 

another perspective. The pink and high-stalk flowers also imply the lotus, which was planted  

as early as in the times of Zhou Dynasty in ancient China. Holding “them” high in the air is not 

only ostentatious, but also telling the world that this society is not fully rotten. We still keep our 

sanctity like a lotus unstained though growing out of the dirty mud. Surely, we are flaunting. 

Yes, we are protecting. The flowers are hope and our high ideal. Unlike Buddha picking up a 

flower to show it to folks, which is lifting the heavy as the light, while the Flower-dragging 

Parade (I coined this name improvisationally) presented by Ji & Zhu is apparently like raising 

the light as the heavy. I am thinking if the formal business suit is changed, will the relationship 

between the men and the flowers be more easy and harmonious? As always religious artists, 

are Ji Wen-Yu and Zhu Wei-Bing hiding any order that artists yearn for in the camp as 

demonstrated by the large number of copies?!  

 
In this new works, Ji Wen-Yu and Zhu Wei-Bing maintain their previous simple, unadorned, 

and ambiguous style. I believe that in the field of experimental art, Ji & Zhu are absolutely 

exceptional ones among the artists using cloth as important material in creating artwork. If the 

trend of excessive symbolization during material transition can be avoided, I believe that 

“cloth”, the material with heavy flavor of Chinese nature, must open a wide door for them. 

When first reading “Holy Bible”, an elderly man told me: “Do not read only the words and 

sentences in the Holy Bible, it is important to feel and comprehend the concise content and 

principles of Holy Bible.” Many Chinese people are not willing to understand Holy Bible. 

However, they like to comment presumptuously on selected quotes out of context. For those 

compatriots who do not really know contemporary Chinese art, or only know a few bloody, 

violent and pornographic “works”, here, I specially hope that they can explore the essence of 

current art through these serious and earnest artists like Ji Wen-Yu and Zhu Wei-Bing.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

By Luo Zi-Dan on June 18, 2007 in Chengdu “Grandmother’s Kitchen”  
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