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Artist Statement

The idea behind Long Live the Greal Unionwas developed from my previous work
Summer 2009, a life-size photo installation sectioned in 16 parts. Though seemingly
displayed in a chaofic way in exhibiting space, the size, proportion, perspective and
position of each component were in fact strictly and meticulously calculated. Viewers
could walk in the space, but only when they stood on a certain precise spoft, would the
photograph be visually recomposed info a whole single piece.

Long Live the Great Unionis also based on such principle. However each component
here is turned intfo a 3D architectural element. | decided to use Tiananmen as the theme
for its symbolic character, high recognizability, as well as the political allusions it involves,
even if simplified. Entrance to Forbidden City, it is now more a famous tourist attraction.
Any tourists passing in front of Tiananmen will take a picture of it, and get photographed
with it as a souvenir.

| am actually interested in this aspect as | wish people walk into the work and take
pictures of if.
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The work was first conceived using a 3D software. The monument was divided into 9
sculptural parts with irregular shapes. Each of those was rigorously planned and elaborated.
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Then each component was built in wood according to these layouts.
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Production

Finally, the frontage was painted with acrylic before each part was to be positioned on a
very specific spot. Visitors can now view the whole Tiananmen after reconstitution when
standing on a certain location. The artwork title Long Live the Great Union comes from the
slogan “Long Live the People’ sRepublic of China, Long Live the Great Union of the People

of the World” painted on the facade of Tiananmen Gate.
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HAKZEH Facts

RE | NMRARE
Installation | Acrylic on Wood

X% g Tiananmen Gate 700 (L) *840 (W) * 360 (H) cm
B & 2= R Exhibiting Space 1000 (L) *840 (W) * 360 (H) cm

YR E =
9 Components plus the Viewing Stand
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Biography

Born in Hangzhou in 1968, YANG Zhenzhong now lives and works in Shanghai. The artist’ s works have been
widely showed at major biennales and triennials. Recent exhibitions include:

La Biennale de Lyon (2013)

Fruits de la Passion, Musée National d ‘Art Moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris (2012)

Passage, YANG Zhenzhong Solo Exhibition, SHANGHAI TOP, Shanghai (2012)

Uneven Geographies, Art and Globalisation, Nottingham Contemporary, Nottingham, U.K.(2010)
Overpass, Canvas International Art, Amsterdam, The Netherlands (2008)

Shanghai Kaleidoscope, Royal Ontario Museum (ROM), Toronto, Canada (2008)

Yang Zhenzhong, Nikolaj Copenhagen Contemporary Art Center, Denmark (2008)

The 529 International Art Exhibition Venice Biennale (2007)

YANG Zhenzhong, IKON Gallery, Birmingham, U.K. (2006)

The 5™ Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art (APT5), Australia (2006)

Follow Me! Contemporary Chinese Art at the Threshold of the Millenium, MORI Art Museum, Tokyo (2005)
Between Past and Future: New Photography and Video from China, ICP and the Asia Society, NY, etc. (2004)
Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial 2003, Short Video Festival, Niigata, Japan (2003)

Prague Biennale 1, National Gallery, Prague, Czech (2003)

The 4th Shanghai Biennale, Urban Creation, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai (2002)
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