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ZHANG DING | THE DREAM OF YABULAI

9aFREEE 190 x 100 x 100 cm, 20085

Nine-screen video installation, 190 x 100x100cm, 2008
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Zhang Ding’s piecemeal epic imagines how a society might be constructed and developed in a neat
set of nine vignettes. Shot on the border of Inner Mongolia and Gansu province (a place he chose for
its lack of civilization), it allegorically outlines what Zhang sees as “the elements necessary to
build a nation.” Realized in 2008 and originally shown at that year’s ShContemporary fair, it was
recently included, in shrunken form, in the exhibition “The Tell-tale Heart” at James Cohan Shanghai.
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Origins: A monkey appears, distributing props and costumes to eight actors who then set off.
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Territory: A person surveys in a desert, disappearing gradually from sight, then returning.
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Poetry: A long-haired man sings loudly at the sky, but we only see his back.
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Sesources: A man pulls a suitcase around the shore of a salt lake, looking for something.
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Archaeclogy: A guy with a shovel. We can't see what he’s trying to do, but we know that he is digging a hole, and pulling objects from it.
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Emowledge: An egg is cooked using the refracted light shone by a magnifying glass. Man eats egg.
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Science: He looks a bit strange, holding this early model cell phone. We can't tell if it even works, but he recites physics equations into it all the same.
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| Religion: A naked man wearing a lion mask crawls through the desert.
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| Power: Summoning all his will, the man builds windmills and sets them upright. They spin for a moment before being blown over.
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