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A: I think there is. This scroll
deserves further study because
this subject matter, "searching
for Demons in the Mountains,"
features these demons - lady
demons. I find the depiction of
them quite shocking, though I
dont think for people in the r6th
century, it would have been hu-
morous. It's a legendary story
about Chinese gods. ... I found
the video interesting in present-
ing costumes and tools as images
of the identities of people. You
could see comedy in those, but
he uses them to reflect some-
thing serious in contemporary
society.

Q: Was Yang thinking about
antique paintings when he
made this video?

A: I don't know But we viewed
some of them together when he
was here. He has seen a lot of

classical Chinese painting, and
maybe he can recall some of the
images.

Q: Is there anything in the
paintings analogous to a video
soundtraek?

A: There is a professor at Har-
vard University studying rynn-
bols of sound in Chinese paint-
ing. He came to see this exhibi-
tion and he thought he saw
something in one of the album
pictures that might be called a
soundtrack effect. ... Text some-
times evokes visionary imag-
ination, so that could have some
kind of sound effect as well.

Kenneth Baker is Tbe San
Francisco chronicle's art critic.
E-mail: kennethbaker@
sfc h roni c I e. co m Twitter:
@kennethbakersf
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Art During the Joseon Dyna
('l392-i910)." Ends Sun.'Tt
Carved Brush: Qi Baishi (i8(
1 957)." Cattigraphy, paintint
and seal works, Through Jul
13. I0 a.m.-4 p.m. Tues.-Sw
2O0 Larkin St., S.F. (415)
581 -35 0 O. www.as ianart.or

Cantor Art3 Center'Mapp
Edo: The Social and Politic€
Geography of Earty Modern
Japan." Through Feb. 2.'Fte
and Metal: Body and Machir
in Earty 20th-Century ArL'
Through March 

,l6. 
Lomita

Drive, Stanford University.
(650 ) 7 23 - 4177. www.muse
um.stanford.edu.

Cartoon Art Muse{rm 'Gra
of Sand: 25 Years of the Sar
man." Through March'16.
"Searte in America." ThrougJ
March 3O. "Smatl Press Spo
tiBht: Tyter Cohen." Through
April 6. "Sam and Max: Swif
and Mirthfut Justice." Stev€
Purce[[, i[lustration. Through
Aprit 20. "Starry Starry Nigh
Through Aprit 27 ll a.m.-5 p.

T.ues.-Sun. 655 Mission Sr..
S.F. (41 5) 227 -8666. www..
toonart.org.

Chatles M. Schutz Muserr
"Ptay Things: Toys in Peanut
Through Feb.3, "School Pro;
ects." Through March 2.'SE
ry, Starry Night." Through AE
27.11 a.m.-5 p.m. weekdals
(closed Tues.), ]O a.m.-5 p.n
Sat.-Sun. 2301 Hardies Lan€
Santa Rosa. (7 07 ) 579 - 445i
www.schu [zmuseum.org.

ContemporaryrewtCt hrr
um "Works in Progress: Con-
sidering Utopia." Through Ja
20."Frog and Toad and tire
Wortd of Arnotd Lobet."
Through March 23.'Live
Archive." Through March 23.
:To Buitd and Be Buitt: Kibb0
History." Through Juty I.
1-8 p.m. Thurs., ll a.m.-5 p.m
Fri.-Tues.736 Mission St., S-,
(4]5 ) 655-78 OO. www.thecir
org.

De Young Museum "A Biggt
Exhibition." Through Jan. 2O.
"Modeted Bodies." Through
Feb. 9. "The Art of Butgari: L<

Dolce Vita and Beyond."
Through Feb. 17 9:30 a.m.-5:
p.m. Tues.-Sun.50 Tea Gardr
Drive, Gotden Gate Park, S.F.
(4rs) 750-3600.
www.deyoungmuseum.org.

GLBTHIstoryMuEeum "Ttil
San Francisco Gay Men's
Chorus: Celebrating 35 Years
of Activism Through Song."
Ends Wed. "Vicki Marlane: I'n
Your Lady." Through Feb.
28.4127lBth St., S.F. (4rs)
621-1107. www.gtbthistory
museum,org.

Legion of Honor "Sweden's
Master Painter." Anders Zorn
paintings. Through Feb. 2.

lf you go
Multiple Encountersl Through Feb. 16. 1l a.m.-5 p,m. Wednesday-
Sunday. $7-$lO. Berketey Art Museum, 2626 Bancroft Way, Berke-
tey. ( 5 l O ) 642-0808. www.bampfa.berkeley.edu.

'MexEtf,pte Eneoaamters'g Bridging old, new chinese art

"Clea_ring out the Mountain: Demons Fighting with Animals in the Forest," allonymous Ming dynasty
scroll painting ink and colors on paper,trom-about l$oo.

By Kenneth Baker

The retrospective given Chi-
nese contemporary artist Yang
Fudong by the Berkeley Art Mu-
seum has ended, but an interest-
ing postscript to it continues.

Chen Fong-fon& J.S. Lee Me-
morial Fellow at UC Berkeley,
has combined classical Chinese
paintings and a zoo5 video by
Yang, inviting us to seek continu-
ities between old and new Chi-
nese art.

With sound but no dialogue,
the video describes crossing
paths of villagers trying to escape
to the city as city-dwellers try to
escape to the country.

Chen and I spoke in the exhi-
bition.

Q: I see humor in Yang Fu-
dong's video, but is there any
in these traditional works?

Berketey Art Museum


